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Wow, what a year 2022 was! We embraced our new normal, reinstated social activities on 
campus, installed new solar panels, finalized plans for Patriot Park, received funding and 
approval to begin the third, and final, phase of permanent, affordable housing on the campus, 
hired a new social worker and a peer support specialist after saying goodbye to two valued 
staff members and celebrated in person at our annual Celebration of Heroes event to honor 
our founder Art Fillmore! And that’s not even counting the dozens of you we hosted on 
campus this year for various events and activities. 
	 This year, through a Community Development Block Grant through the City of Kansas City, 
Missouri, we installed new solar panels that will help us reduce electricity cost so that we can 
allocate more dollars to provide direct services to our residents and other veterans on our 
housing wait list. Saving costs and helping our planet is a win in our book!
	 We announced in 2021 that we applied for and were awarded the Low-Income Housing Tax 
Credit (LIHTC) from the Missouri Housing Development Commission (MHDC) to generate 
more than $11 million to build the third and final phase of housing on our campus. We secured 
additional funds through the Federal Home Loan Bank and Kansas City’s Housing Trust 
Fund to help cover gaps in funding and are working with our partners to finalize the design 
and construction schedule. This new housing will provide 62 permanent homes for veterans 
experiencing homelessness or living with a disability. New to the campus in this third phase of 
housing will be seven market-rate units. We plan to break ground in 2023. 
	 We couldn’t have done any of this without you, our SMVC community. You showed up this 
year in droves and we felt the love and support throughout the year. Because of you, we’ve been 
able to help more residents and more veterans in our community and look forward to another 
year of making a lasting impact to our community. Thank you for your continued support!

Susan Engel
Executive Director
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Our Impact

veterans lived at SMVC in 2022

Message From 
the Director
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of veterans engaged one-on-one with social services

100%
87% of veterans worked on  

goals with social services

5
P E R C E N T

of veterans 
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with social 
services to 
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20
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or VA/federal 
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increased 
health care 

benefits

9
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improved 
mental 

health and 
substance 
recovery

P E R C E N T

St. Michael’s Veterans Center empowers veterans toward 

healthy reintegration with their families and communities 

through permanent housing and supportive services. 

	 We provide a dignified place to live and an opportunity 

for veterans to become their best selves. St. Michael’s 

Veterans Center’s (SMVC) professional staff customize 

wraparound solutions to support veterans’ goals around 

employment, physical and mental health, trauma and 

addiction management with the means and support 

necessary to achieve long-term health, employment and 

financial stability. 

	 Our campus is a home and a community where 

veterans can live their best lives and give back to 

their community. 
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JANUARY
•	 Intention Setting exercise to 

align thoughts, attitudes and 
actions for the new year.

FEBRUARY
•	 We celebrated Valentine’s 

Day with a chili lunch and 
heart-shaped cookies. 

MARCH 
•	 Rockhurst Physical 

Therapy students provided 
balance screenings to 
aid in preventing falls 
by risk factors. 

•	 SMVC Staff and residents 
worked together to clean up 
the community garden for the 
upcoming growing season 1.

APRIL 
•	 SMVC veterans enjoyed 

a field trip to the Nelson-
Atkins Museum of Art 2.

MAY
•	 Celebration of Heroes 

attendance was over capacity 
as we honored Art Fillmore 
and the 2022 Guardian 
Award recipients. 3  

•	 Several SMVC veterans 
spoke to middle school 
children at St. Michael 
the Archangel School.

•	 Starbucks volunteers 
started staffing the SMVC 
coffee shop one day a 
month sharing Starbucks 
drinks and snacks. 4

JUNE 
•	 Working for Veterans Rotary 

organized the 2nd Annual 
Fun Day with games  
and lunch. 

•	 SMVC celebrated our 4th 
Annual Flag Day event with 
flag retirements and lunch. 5

JULY
•	 CBIZ/MHM volunteers 

organized a Corn Hole 
Tournament. 6

•	 US Bank provided tickets 
to multiple Royals Games 
that dozens of SMVC 
veterans enjoyed. 7

Highlights2022
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AUGUST
•	 SMVC was recognized at the Sporting 

Salutes & UMB Title Night.

SEPTEMBER 
•	 A Celebration of Service recognized 

the invaluable contributions of 
two SMVC social workers and 
introduced veterans to Donnie Wilson, 
the new service manager. 8

OCTOBER
•	 Several Elks Lodges organized 

a bowling outing.

NOVEMBER
•	 Upward Bound began providing 

weekly IT support and education.

•	 Traveling Turkeys brought Thanksgiving 
meal baskets for over 70 veterans. 9

DECEMBER 
•	 The SMVC community gathered for 

a pizza party to welcome new peer 
support specialist, John Riley.

•	 The KC community remembered SMVC 
veterans with gifts and meals for the 
holidays. Thank you to University of 
Kansas Health System; Parsons & 
Associates, Jewish War veterans, 
Plaza Rotary, Big Tea’s, Sun Life 
Financial and Charlie Regan. 0

0 0
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MAJOR DONORS & AND CELEBRATION OF HEROES SPONSORS

City of Kansas City, Missouri—Community 
Development Block Grant
E. Kemper Carter and  
Anna Curry Carter Community Memorial 
Trust, UMB Bank trustee
George H. Nettleton Foundation, Inc.
City of Kansas City, Missouri—Emergency 
Solutions Grant
100 Women Who Care Kansas City 
Spencer C. Duncan  
Make It Count Foundation
Midwest Crawlers
Cerner Charitable Foundation
The Richard M Schulze Family Foundation
David and Shirley Lowe Family Foundation
Knights of Columbus Tri-county #3414
UMB Financial Corporation
Darrell Valentine
Mike Halterman
Corvette Club of Kansas City
Garmin
Ross and Joniel Worley
Art Fillmore

Association of the US Army— 
Kansas City Chapter
Gary DeRigne
Elks District 4790 Veterans Committee
Elks Lodge Blue Springs #2509 
Special Forces Association Chapter 29 
Michael Baker
Robert and Kathleen Bender
Church of the Resurrection
Vincent and Annette Como
ECCO Select
Larry and Fran Engel
John and Mary Hunkeler
Lockton Companies
George and Debra McCoy
National Beef
Rosemann & Associates
Stacey and Kelli Huddleston
3M
True Wealth & Company
Country Club Bank
Kansas City Life

DONATION IN MEMORY OF

Mark Bissler
John Laws
Howard Wimmer
 
DONATION IN HONOR OF

Art Fillmore 
Tim Weddington

VETERAN SERVICES & SPECIAL 
EVENTS SUPPORTERS

American Legion, Post 21
The Big Tea Co.
Kelly Huddleston
Church of the Resurrection – RezVets
Elks Lodge, Blue Springs,
Elks Lodge, Cass County
Elks Lodge, Grandview
Elks Lodge, Kansas City
Harvesters
Jewish War Veterans
Kansas City Community Gardens
Monkey Brain Art Project
Parsons and Associates
Price Chopper (Raytown)
Rotary Club of Kansas City Plaza
Seven Oaks Neighborhood Associations
Spencer C. Duncan Make It County Foundation
Traveling Turkeys
United Auto Workers,  
Veterans Committee/Ford
Mark Valentine

Supporters and Sponsors2022
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ST. MICHAEL’S VETERANS CENTER LEADERSHIP COUNCIL

Charles Cantrell: 
Elks Lodge of Kansas City
Helen Hatz: 
Air Force Sergeants Association
Randy Henderson: 
Elks Lodge — Cass County
Bobby Jackson:   
Church of the Resurrection - RezVets
Susan Keipp: 
Air Force Sergeants Association
Nathan Marticke: Park University
Roland Norris:  
Veterans Focus Liaison Committee 
David Pecha: Knights of Columbus
Debbie Phillips: UMB Bank

Gary Phillips:  
Working for Veterans, KC — Plaza Rotary
Darrell Quinley:  
Elks National Service Commission
Jason Ramlow: American Red Cross
Fred Reynolds:  
Church of the Resurrection — RezVets
Steven Rush: Starbucks
Steve Rotkoff:
Working for Veterans, KC — Plaza Rotary
Steve Soloman: Elks Lodge — Blue Springs
Tom Tanner: American Legion Post 21
Carl Yonkers: SMVC Veteran

ST. MICHAEL’S VETERANS CENTER 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Art Fillmore	 AEGIS Law
Bob Waechter	 Kansas City Vet  
			   Center (Retired)
Jonathan Cohn        	 Yarco Companies
Stacey Johnson-Cosby	 Reece & Nichols  
			   REALTORS
Joseph Kessinger	 Kessinger  
			   Company, LLC
Phillip Mason	 UMB Bank
 
Emeritus Directors
Cliff Cohn	 Yarco Companies
Mike Halterman	 Catholic  
			   Charities of  
			   Kansas City —  
			   St. Joseph, Inc.,  
			   (Retired)

MEDIA PARTNERS

Cumulus Media, KCMO Radio
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L E A R N  M O R E  A B O U T  O U R  M I S S I O N  A N D  G O V E R N A N C E  A T :
Guidestar: www.guidestar.org

For more information 
on how you can help, 
please contact:

3818 Chelsea Drive | 816-921-0201
Kansas City, MO 64218 | www.smvets.org


